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1. Once upon a plan

The Indian Express, Written by Inder Malhotra | Posted: September 26, 2014

Doubtless the Planning Commission of yore, which did the country service in days gone by,
had to be wound up and replaced by an organisation more in tune with the free market. There is
already a deluge of suggestions about what should take its place but | have no intention to add to
these. My purpose is to recall some memories of an institution that once occupied centrestage,
and with which my professional association began at its inception.

On March 23, 1950, as a rookie reporter of a news agency called the United Press of India (on
whose ashes was built the United News of India, which is also now defunct), | was asked to
cover an event at the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Ficci), which
then operated from a rented place. Since Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was to be the main
speaker, the audience was large and refreshments lavish. All this was overshadowed, however,
by the consternation following Nehru’s announcement that the government had just constituted
the Planning Commission, with him as its chairman, to prepare five-year plans to promote rapid
economic growth and economic and social justice.

Hardly a couple of days had passed when Finance Minister John Mathai’s resignation became
big news. He was protesting against the transfer of some of his powers to the Planning
Commission. His place in both the finance ministry and the Planning Commission was taken by
C.D. Deshmukh. In the initial years, the commission’s vice chairman was G.L. Nanda, who also
served as minister for planning. But later, Nehru entrusted the vice-chairmanship to V.T.
Krishnamachari, who had better economic credentials. On the floor of Parliament, communist



leader Hiren Mukherjee welcomed this change, declaring that Nanda’s “portfolio of planning
reminded him of the grin without cat that Alice saw in wonderland”. Nanda’s return to his old
job in the Commission later was typical of how government functions.

Even in those less-crowded days, any new outfit had an acute problem of accommodation. The
high and mighty of the Commission got a place in a wing of Rashtrapati Bhavan. All others,
including the best and brightest young economists, were scattered around in ‘“wartime
abominations” dotting Lutyens’ Delhi (some of them still exist.) Eventually, however, the
Yojana Bhavan was built.

From an early stage, | discovered that at the bureaucratic level the moving spirit in the Planning
Commission was Tarlok Singh, a firm believer in planned development and social change and a
man with impeccable manners. To call him a workaholic would be a gross understatement. No
wonder then that after the first general election, when the Lower House was renamed the Lok
Sabha, by common consent, the Planning Commission began to be called “Tarlok Sabha”. Singh
spent the rest of his career in service of the Planning Commission. By the time he had risen to the
rank of additional secretary, he was elevated to the Commission’s membership. Another
distinguished functionary so honoured was Pitambar Pant, one of the many brilliant economists
serving the Commission who headed its Perspective Planning Division. He could be a hard
taskmaster, simply by working harder than any of his colleagues.

The First Five-Year Plan began in 1951, although the final plan document wasn’t ready until two
years later. In the words of 1.G. Patel, who held every high economic office and was economic
advisor to the Planning Commission almost permanently, the first plan was “like the
Mahabharata: there is nothing in the Indian economy which does not find a reflection in the plan,
and there in nothing in the plan which is also not found in Indian reality. It was natural that the
first exercise in planned development should be a sort of reconnaissance trip...”

The great excitement, even high drama, began with the formulation of the Second Five-Year
Plan, because the task was basically assigned to P.C. Mahalanobis, a man of formidable
intelligence with charm to match. He was the founder-director of the Indian Statistical Institute
in Calcutta, respected across the world. At home, however, he had several critics. Before
finalising the framework of the second plan, he had travelled abroad and invited many of the
world’s top economists, such as Jan Tinbergen, Ragnar Frisch, Joan Robinson, Gunnar Myrdal,
J.K. Galbraith and Oscar Lange, to name only a few. At a later date, the US’s ruling
establishment, in response to an Indian request, sent Milton Friedman to advise us. It is
impossible to improve upon what Galbraith had to say about this: “It is like asking the Holy
Father to advise India on contraception.”

The Mahalanobis model, placing great emphasis on the capital goods industry in the public
sector, is ridiculed these days. But at that time, a panel of 24 eminent Indian economists
endorsed it, with the solitary exception of B.R. Shenoy. The second plan did run into difficulty



because of a massive foreign exchange crisis. It had to be pruned and foreign aid sought
assiduously. This task was performed admirably by B.K. Nehru.

The Third Five-Year Plan was interrupted by the 1965 India-Pakistan War and by the deep
struggle for power within the Congress party, even after Indira Gandhi’s succession to Lal
Bahadur Shastri. In 1967, when Morarji Desai became deputy prime minister in Gandhi’s
cabinet, he persuaded her to appoint one of the most respected professors of economics, D.R.
Gadgil, vice chairman of the Planning Commission. Shortly after sacking Desai in 1969, she
forced Gadgil to quit too. He left Delhi for Bombay by train the day after resigning. He was not
well and even fainted at the railway station, but insisted on leaving. Sadly, he never reached
Bombay but died during the journey, with only his wife by his side. This was also the beginning
of the Planning Commission’s decline and fall.

The writer is a Delhi-based political commentator



2. Telecom Commission Likely to Meet in Mid-October

Press Trust of India | Updated On: September 25, 2014 20:46 (IST)

New Delhi: The Telecom Commission is likely to discuss in the middle of next month key
pending issues like spectrum auction, full mobile number portability (MNP) and spectrum
sharing and trading rules.

"We are looking for dates around of mid of October," a Department of Telecom official told PTI.
The last meeting of the inter-ministerial panel was held on June 13.

The working group at DoT on spectrum auction is likely to conclude its study around first week
of October after which it will be placed before the Telecom Commission which comprises
members from DoT, Department of Electronics and IT, Planning Commission, Finance
Ministry and Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP).

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has already given its final view on issues
that were raised with respect to full MNP - a service which will allow mobile subscribers to
change their operator in any part of the country while retaining their number. At present, a
subscriber can avail such facility within same telecom service circle.

The telecom regulator has also given its recommendation with respect to auction of CDMA
spectrum (800 Mhz band) and is working on recommendation for radio waves in 900 Mhz and
1800 Mhz bands which at present are used for GSM services by telecom operators like Airtel,
Vodafone, Idea Cellular, Videocon etc.

TRAI has also given its recommendation for spectrum sharing and trading. These two proposals
are aimed at facilitating telecom operators to get spectrum through a business deal from other
telecom operator without having to wait for allocation from the government.

After Supreme Court verdict that cancelled 122 2G licences, government has been allocating
spectrum through auction only.

The inter-ministerial panel will also review status of national optical fibre network which aims to
connect 2.5 lakh village panchayats with high speed broadband by March 2017.



3. Catalysing ‘Make in India’

Business Line: 26.09.2014, ANANT GUPTA

Representatives of top manufacturers from across the world flew into the capital yesterday to
witness the launch of the ‘Make in India’ campaign by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. I believe
they were here because the ‘Make in India’ campaign is an idea whose time has come.

Historically, India has been associated in a majority of the market segments with “low-end
products, unreliable delivery and uncertain pricing.” The services sector has taken great strides
ahead, but manufacturing is lagging far behind. Right? Wrong! A quiet transformation has been
taking place in our manufacturing sector too.

Impressive quality

Here’s a fact that might come as a surprise to you. The Deming Prize, considered one of the most
reputed awards worldwide on Total Quality Management, remained elusive to India until 1996.

However, a look at the distribution of winning organisations since 2000 shows India at the top
with an impressive tally of 20 prizes, followed by Japan and Thailand. This is no isolated
instance.

India, infamous for low labour productivity, ranks at No.4 in the 2013 Global Manufacturing
Competitiveness Index by Deloitte, higher than Japan, Singapore, Canada and even South Korea.
In fact, on a five-year perspective it is perched right next to China at the No.2 spot ahead of
Germany and the US too!



Cited among its significant competitive advantages are a strong talent pool in the areas of
science, technology and research, in conjunction with some of the lowest labour rates in the
world that would positively impact its ability to conduct cost-efficient research and development.

This is where I’d like to clarify my interpretation of the ‘Make in India’ campaign. In supply
chain parlance, the term ‘make’ comprises of two distinct elements: ‘design’ and ‘manufacture’.
It is when the two come together that they create a compelling competitive advantage; an
advantage that India possesses in great measure.

Design matters

While ‘manufacture’ is associated more with the infrastructure and process of conversion of raw
material into finished products, most of the innovation and intellectual value addition resides in
the ‘design’ of the product. While manufacturing gains a lot of attention and focus from policy
makers, it is actually the design that can catalyse manufacturing on a large scale.

Irrespective of whether a product is a part of the most advanced next generation aerospace
mission, or simply a mobile phone to be used by millions of consumers — its development needs
an extensive set of activities to make it worthwhile. These include market research,
conceptualisation, design, prototyping, testing, compliance and certification for new product
introduction.

Further, a sophisticated product needs capabilities across industrial design, chip design,
electronics design, structural and mechanical engineering, embedded and software development
to deliver a breakthrough, relevant for the respective industries. Clubbed into the non-recurring
engineering costs, it may be about 20-30 per cent of the initial investment, depending upon the
industry.

Also, with the Brics market segment emerging as a significant consumer of products, there is a
need to engineer and reengineer products specific to these markets. For this, we will need to
adopt frugal engineering and reverse innovation practices.

It is due to this fast changing market dynamic, along with the abundant availability of
engineering talent in India, that we have become a global engineering and design hub.

According to Nasscom, India exported engineering and R&D services worth of $12.4 billion in
2013-14, which is growing consistently.

Some of the world’s largest technology and manufacturing companies have set up their global
innovation centres in India and are playing a crucial role in this growth journey. Indian IT and
engineering services companies too have been contributing in a large way to this increase in
exported R&D.



This leadership in pre-manufacturing capabilities can be leveraged, if supplemented with a
conducive business environment and related infrastructure, to create a complete ecosystem for
manufacturing industry to India.

This will not only attract the much needed FDI in this sector, but also the latest technologies,
best global practices and employment opportunities.

In terms of impediments, there are some policy and infrastructural issues to be taken care of on
priority. One issue has been around the offset policy, mandatory for foreign aerospace and
defence companies, selling equipment to the Indian government.

Currently, only hardware and components can form part of the offset obligation while software
and engineering services are not counted.

Engineering and R&D services procured from Indian companies can certainly offload some of
the offset obligations of MNCs.

Another example is of procurement of components or services in SEZs. While SEZs have given
phenomenal impetus to the growth of the software industry, there are several constraints in the
current policies to carry out new product introduction (NPI) activities.

NPI activities do need flexible and fast import and export of materials and components and
policies can be tuned to include these needs. With this, SEZs can go a long way in
complementing manufacturing clusters in different parts of India.

Finally, we need an aggressive push to bolster a robust ecosystem of allied infrastructure for
manufacturing. There is a need to promote and incentivise tooling and production of raw
materials.

Big designs

The ability to have a quick turnaround for development of tools and cost effective, high-end
electronic printed circuit boards etc. can easily jumpstart manufacturing. Additionally, since
semiconductors and plastics form a significant part of the supply chain, the setup of
semiconductor fabs in India can also catalyse creation of a thriving electronics value chain.

According to a World Economic Forum report titled ‘The Future of Manufacturing’, the three
most critical factors shaping the future of competition between countries and companies are:
human capital and talent development; strategic use of public policy; and innovation and
technology advancement.

The first two are well in place in the ‘Make in India’ campaign. With R&D woven into the mix,
the ecosystem will be complete to catalyse Indian manufacturing on to the global big league.

The writer is the CEO of HCL Technologies



4. Will the ‘Jan’ get their ‘Dhan’?

The Business Line: 26.09.2014AKANSHA YADAV / SOWMYA KIDAMBI

.
.

Opening bank accounts in rural areas is all very well, but biometric frauds are a serious
possibility

The ambitious Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) aims at bringing millions of rural
Indians within the financial mainstream by opening bank accounts. In 2006, the Reserve of India,
recognising that a majority of rural Indians had little or no access to banking services, allowed
banks to use third-party, non-bank agents to extend their services right to people’s doorsteps.

It recently issued draft guidelines for those seeking a license to set up a payments or small banks
as part of its efforts to expand banking services to more households.

While these are welcome steps, it would be prudent to look at the existing experiences of
beneficiaries and service providers with respect to large-scale social schemes such as
MGNREGA and Social Security Pensions, including those through bank accounts. In 2013-14
alone, unpaid wages under MNREGA amounted to 34,800 crore (according to the official data).

Banking correspondents (BCs) and branch post masters (BPMs) who work as extensions of
banks and post offices respectively, provide banking services, particularly cash.

While these third parties have been envisaged to function as an ultra small branch, their lack of
financial discipline, record maintenance and capacity to disburse wages on a large scale brings in
opportunities for deviation, as seen in social audits in Andhra Pradesh.



Thecashgap

In a regular banking set-up, reconciliation of accounts occurs on a daily basis; post offices keep
track of cash flow through passbooks. But here, BCs and BPMs withdraw the requisite amount
from the banks and carry huge volumes of cash in bags to distribute to the beneficiaries.

The cash remains idle with them in their homes until it is dispensed. There have been cases of
people running away with the money or faking burglaries.

Wage-seekers have consistently reported that they are sometimes not paid for weeks and months.
The BCs, CSPs (community service providers) and VOs (village organisations) keep deferring
payment, saying the cash has not arrived, and often pay less than the entitlement.

Thus, despite money being credited to the bank accounts of the beneficiaries, the core challenges
remain. Cash payments have been replaced by biometric payments. Often the biometric system
does not offer a match or recognise the fingerprints of the wage-seekers as their fingers are
calloused due to rigorous manual labour. In such cases, people are either turned away or manual
override is exercised through a one-time password (OTP) and another layer of human
intervention is added to disburse wages.

Plainmanipulation

There have also been cases of service providers who manipulate the system to pocket money by
taking authentication on the point of sale (POS) machines from the wage-seekers, but making
excuses such as lack of mobile connectivity or unavailability of cash.

Or they take multiple fingerprints claiming the system has not registered the same, hence
avoiding payment.

In reality, once the fingerprint has been taken, authentication gets done and the system shows
payment as completed. Both banks and the postal department use fingerprint authentication to
acknowledge payments have been made; yet they simultaneously refuse to accept that the
labourer has been cheated. There is also a practice of taking single biometric authentication for
multiple weeks of payments. This makes it impossible for the labourers who are unlettered to
understand how many weeks of payment they are receiving or are supposed to receive.

Opening bank accounts does not guarantee that the money will reach the beneficiaries.
Therefore, the issue of that last mile delivery needs to be addressed.

Governor Raghuram Rajan should shift the focus from merely distribution of currency to
monitoring whether payment agencies are delivering and holding them accountable. To give
‘jan-dhan’ real meaning, the payment system should be made more transparent, accountable and
robust, which factors in grassroots issues.

The writers are with the Society for Social Audit, Accountability & Transparency, governments
of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana



5. Regulatory infrastructure is important for India to achieve growth, says
Sunil Mehta

The Economic Times: 25.09.2014

(To maximise the benefits...)

Mr Prime Minister,

As you undertake your trip to meet President Obama, there must be a host of strategic objectives
you would like to accomplish on your visit. Robust global and domestic regulatory infrastructure
is of paramount importance for India to achieve its targeted uninterrupted growth.

Global financial markets have evolved at a rapid pace over the last several decades. Regrettably,
many governments failed to keep pace and develop a regulatory and supervision infrastructure.
The 2008 global financial crisis revealed for the first time the fragility of our financial
supervision and the strain on governments and regulators to manage a crisis of this nature. It also
exposed the cracks between different regulatory bodies and the lack of coordination between
banking, insurance, securities and pension authorities, both nationally and trans-nationally.

This prompted governments, individually and collectively under G20, to undertake a
fundamental reform of the global financial system with the objectives to correct fault lines that
led to a crisis of this magnitude. In recent years, there has been considerable progress to develop
and coordinate a comprehensive framework of reforms. To maximise the benefits of an open,
integrated global financial system, there was an urgent need to rebuild a system that evolves with
the global economy to support sustainable and balanced growth across G20.

The 2013 report prepared by the Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission (FSLRC)
succinctly captures the challenges facing Indian regulatory institutions. It highlights the dire need


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Prime%20Minister
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/regulatory%20infrastructure
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/growth
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/photo/43381400.cms

of building our institutional capacity. The report also recognises India's position in the global
economic milieu and its ability to navigate strong currents generated by forces of financial

globalisation.

It's time an International Institute for Regulatory Development (IIRD) be established where
regulators, global institutions, multilaterals and governments can collectively assess risks arising
globally and locally from excessive leverage, poor valuations and liquidity mismatches. Unless
we continuously enhance skills of global regulators to enable them to develop financial markets
in a calibrated manner and provide effective and efficient supervision, we could end up in a
catastrophicsituationonceagain.

Our regulatory institutions require high quality research in subjects that they directly oversee and
other allied areas which impact the development of respective markets. Currently, research
relating to sectoral financial markets is undertaken by respective regulatory bodies. However,
there are significant overlaps of policy and instrumentality emanating from these regulatory
bodies that impact markets. Instead of each regulatory authority having a separate R&D institute,
it is critical to develop a common platform that provides economies of scale for quality research
and risk assessment.

Mr Prime Minister, you have often articulated your vision for skill development as a prerequisite
for India's long-term growth. Your foreign policy is also aligned to collaborate with key global
strategic allies in building long-term institutional partnerships. In America, there will be several
bilateral priorities covering tactical and strategic possibilities. Jointly reinventing our regulatory
infrastructure could be one such strategic initiative which both India and the US could take a lead
in and subsequently expand to a major G20 enterprise.

Your initiative to launch an IIRD can lead to a much-required overarching global cooperation
covering financial markets with tremendous potential for regulatory partnerships in environment,
energy and telecommunications among other sectors. Such an institute has the potential to be a
game changer for a more comprehensive understanding of national and trans-national market
developments and concurrent regulations. President Obama and you have an opportunity to be
originators of this strategic partnership.

(The writer is former CEO, AIG India)
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B A DAY OF DIVORCES IN MAHARASHTRA S

BJP, Shiv Sena break
alliance of 25 years

SANJAY J0G
Murmbal, 25 September

The 25-year-old alliance
between the Bharativa Janata
Party (BIP) and Shiv Sena end-
ed on Thursday, with the par-
tles declding w ‘contest elec-
tlon o '288-member
Maharashtra Aﬁsembly inde-
pendently;
 BJPclaimed it had made all
effurtx to salvage the alliance
but was forced to call it off
‘because the Sena refused to
allot more seats to smaller par-
ties in the Maha Yuti alliance.
"ShivSena came outwitha
151:130 formula, leaving only
seven seats for the Maha Yot
allles — Swabhimani Shetlarl
Sanghutany (SSS), Rashrriva
Samaj Party (RSF), Republican
Party of India and Shiv
E.‘I‘Pstmngl',r tejected
‘this, ‘saying these parties,
wlﬂnhhadiuinedﬂmEJP-Shhr
Sena alllance with the com-
mon objective of dislodging
the  Congress-Mationalist
Congress Party (NCP) govern-
ment, should be treated with
honour, However, no new offer
was forthcoming from the
Sena,” said BJP's Maharashtra

BIP claimed it had made ail
efforts to salvage the |
alliance but was forced to

-call it off because the Sena

refused to aliot more seats
to smaller parties in the
Maha Yuti alflance

unit chief Devendra Fadnavis.

The decision te snap tles
with the Shiv Sena was taken by
BIP's state unit, after consult-
ingthe central leadership of the
party. Farlier, hoth parties had
held talks after BIP President
Amit Shah spoke to Sena chief
Mdhavmmkmywphonﬂ-
But these negotlations failed to
build a consensus,

The call to part ways was
annnumeﬂ by BT Fadnavis
and Eknath Khadse, the leader
of Opposition in the state
Assembily. Khadse said the two
parties were stuck in a dead-
lock over the number of seats,
adding the Sena focused only
on numbers and not the state’s

welfare, “They were adatnant

on their proposal. We con-
veyed to them that bringing

down the Congress-NCP gov-

-ernment was priority but they

wiere more interested in the
chief minister’s pusr."
Fadnavis sald BJF would

Tow conitest the state election

in atliance with 555, RSP and
Shiv Sangram, Efforts will be
made totope in the Republ-
ican Party of India as well,
Blaming the Sena for the
breal-up, Fadnavis sald: “The
Sena has not accommodated
the alliance partners and us the
way It should have, There is
nothing new in the different
proposals It s coming up with."
Shiv Sena leader Diwakar
Raote counterad this by clalm-
ing BJP was in g haste to break
the alliance. "We came with a

seat-sharing bt were
made to sit for two-and-s-half

Thours... there was Do response

from BJIF” he said, adding his
party was prepared to go it
alone. Raote also said BIP's
geneml-sacr&nar}rinchaxgefor
Maharashtra, Rajlv Pratap
Rudy, left for New Delhl with-
mnholdjngtaﬂ;swiththe Shiv
Send.
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ADBraisesIndia’sgrowth

The Statesman

forecastt06.3%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mew Delhi, 26 Septamber

Revising India's GDE growth
forecast upwards by 0.3 per
cent to 6.3 per cent in 2015,
Asian Develppment Bank
{ADE)has said the economy
shows a new promise of
turnaround after the elec-
tion brought a stable gov-
ernment in May “Indla
shows new promise of a
turnaround. Alter winning
a decisive parliamentary
election victory, the new
(Modi-led) government is
better positioned than the
old to pursue the reformnec-
B85
m@? growth potential.
“This update maintains
thes.5 per cent growth fore-
cast for 2014 hut
upgrades... to 6.3 per cent,
the forecast for 2015, when

to unlock the econ-,

reform can begin to bear
fruit,” ADB said in its Out-
look 2014 Update released
todday: The reforms, the time-
ly award of environmental
clearances, and measures to
control inflation are expact-
ed toaugment firming export
demand from the major
industrial economies, it
said.

The new single-party gov-
ernment in India with the
strongest mandate in three
decades has outlined wide-
ranging reforms, which will
gradually overcome the dif-
ficult structural problems
that have beset the economy
and caused two vears of
glow . growth dnd stagnant,
investment, it said.

“Public expectation of
strong economic policy from
the government is seen in
record highs on the stock

market and robust capital
inflows, "As demand from
consumers and businesses
continued to grow,... India's
bugyant portfolio flows mean
that financing the deficit
should not be a problem, as

capltal flows are more

resilient under global volatil-
ity this year than they were
last vear;” the Update by ADE
chief economist Shang-Jin
Wei said.

Improving prospects in
India will buoy the 2015
regional growth outlook

‘somewhat, even as the

growth path of China mod-
erates, it added.

"f:mv;gth iH Asia s a
whole In 2014 18 now expi
ed tobe higher at 5.4 per cent
on unexpectedly strong out-
comes in Bangladesh, Nepal,
Pakistan, as well as India,"
it said.

‘Need tobreak back !

ect

of inflation: Rajan

FRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, %5 Seplember

The Reserve Bank Governor
Raghuram Rajan today said
there was a need to “break
the back™ of inflation which
remains high and contral-
ling it would make the apex
bank's position more com-
fortable.

~ "The real problem is
inflation that is persistent.
We have been emphasising
dgain and again in order to
break the back of inflation,
we got {o break this persis-
tence,” Mr Rajan sald at
the 8th Statistics Day Con-
ference here.

He said once inflation is
contained, the RBI will be
ina much more comfortable
position,

In August, conswner
price index (CPI) or retail
Inflation eased to 7.8 per cent
from 7.96 per cent in July,
while the wholesale price
index (WPI) moderated to
3.74 per cent from 5.19 per

\'{ant in July.

Moting that various eco-
normicdataavailable inthe
country is not very com-
prehensive, Mr Rajan
pressed for an urgent need
to improve them.

“Weneed to improve the
guality and gquantity and
scope of ourdata, and weare’
workdngat it," Mr Rajan said.|

He said India's employ-'
ment data, which forms the'
basis for number of decision’

on monetary policies in

many countries, comes with
alagand isnot comparable.

"Weneed to work on get-
ting a timely and compte.'
hensive employment data’
base, perhaps on the month-*
1y level,” Mr Rajan said.

He said the RRI is work-
ingwitha National Sample
Jurvey Organisation (NSSOH
to create a strong and reli-
able data base on employ-
ment,

He also said the country
does not have a proper pro-
ducer price index and the
RBI would soon create a
series.
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§ Thursday said It has begun the
i process of reviving five ailing:
i PSUsmﬂiswmﬂsmgm.m )
! timesettlethent imolving vohun- |

{ tary retirement scheme entail-
i imgacost of Rs LO0O crore for

{ employess of sixstaterum units:

- gineering: Corporation,
Nagalaudi-‘apw&PulpCD,and'
Triveni Strieturals™ heavy in-

dusiries & public enterprises’

minister Anant Geste said,
“Ouitof 11 sick PSUs; process
T pevivingfive has started and
these shall be revived. However,
the remaining six units, which
cEnnot bes revived; we have de-
cided on making a one-time sof-
therment proposalof VRS for the
. employess of these units” he
¢ addedh “The six compariies
i which cannot be revived are

! Hindustan Photo Films, HMT

! Bearings, HMT Watches, HMT

: Clhirar Watches Titd, Pungabha. -~
‘¢ ez Steel Products and Hindus
"t&nﬂﬂb]s&ﬂmsixmmpmm
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{zeete atso miormed that as

parﬁmreummmuatmsﬂﬁ'te

i omtof 58central publicsecioren:

g fer-prm{{?ﬁ]ﬂs}mﬂdﬂmmt;f
: o outol alx CPSEs, Geetesaid
i the government is working on &
i one-timesetlement proposal for
i sl terminalty 1 PSTs, m elimi-
: - naterecrring

expendinme
“Binee last several years, we

: hmehnmpamngmlarmtuall
. the emplovees sick PSUs. We
: hamspehﬂ!s&ﬂlﬁmtﬂlm
i on that Tristesd of spending
i+ more thoussnd crores cn that, i
1 will hehetter that we spend oncs
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EPSUsnmwmbh
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Poor showin
manufacturing
continues

In India, manufacturing

has failed to take off.
Through the past decades,
the sector’s share in

gross domestic product
{G’DP} hﬂs I'Em.ﬂined ::::E'

stagnant atabout 15 per
cent, compared with &

share of about 30 per
cent in Ehlna. South T

Korea, ete.

Of the 11.5 per cent of

the labour force engaged
In this sector, a large seg-
ment is employed In the

unorganised Bpace,

though wvarious studies
have shown productivity
per worker in the unor-
ganised segment is much
lower compared to the
arganised sector
The lacklustre per-
formance of the sector is
reflected in {ts contribu-
tion to exports — its share
to total exports fell from
77 per cent in 2001 to 66
per cent in 2009, Within
the sector, the sharpest
“decline has been obsetved
in the rextiles space (from
25 per cent in 2001 to 11
per cent in 2008-09),
1t is often said India’s
poor show In manufactur-
ing results from the fact
that the country fares
poorly in terms of ease of
doing business, as well as
In the global competitive-
ness index. This, it s said,
prevents companies from
setting up manufactur-
ingbases here. On the

The iackiustre
performance of the
sector Is reflected in its
contribution to exports
- its share to total
exports fell from 77%

in 2001 to 66% in 2009

index of the ease of doing

business, India ranks
134th, while on the global
competitiveness index, its
ranking slipped from 50th
in 2008-09 to 60th in
2013-14, 50 far, a project
management group setup
to ensure quick clearances
of projects has cleared 17
projects worth 102 bil-
lion: 288 projects, totalling
$262 billion, haven't been
cleared yet.

Significant hurdles

such as land acquisition,

labour laws, environmen-

‘tal clearances, lack of reli-

able power and the
absence of complementa-
ry infrastructure continue
to impede growth of the
manufacturing sector,
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Ra]an raises concerns over qualz@; of GDP data

RBI chief continues to stress on
‘breaking the back’ of Inflation

0L BUREAL :
!.M||1|h.'|l.5c|3"tc:n'ltﬂ:r25“

Raislng concerns over mis-

sing data while caleulating .

GOPR, Reserve Bank of India
Governor Raghuram Rajan
said there is need toimprove
the quality quantity and
timeliness of GDP data,’

"We need to improve the
qualiey, ‘quantity and scope
of our data. We are working
o It We certainly need time-
Iy information on employ-
ment.; We need to get com-
prehensive data perhaps atd
maofthly  level..,
other countrigs, the employ-
ment data’ forms the basis

for anumber of decisionson |

the monetary policy” Rajan

spoke dt the' 'sth- Statistics

Dy Conference In Mumbai.
The RBT chiel said the data

In. many,

few small sectors, adding
that our data on employ:

ment comes [rom various

sources with different lags
and are not necessarily com-
parable and timely,

- Hezaid the RELwill formal-
Iy " approach the National
Sample Survey Organisation
(NS50) on this. }

Unorganised sector data
Further, he said some aspects
of business like the small
business activity and unor
ganised sector data are cap-
tured relaively late by the
GOP data;

Highlighting - that ' con-
struction.  [5  central’| to
growth, Rajan said it was im-
portant to get data on con-
stryction sector and also
quickly caprure and get come-
prehensive data on con-

Fnrqu-marm RET Gme.-mur Raghuram Rajanatthe Bth
Statistics Day conference in Muribai on Thursday. pri

inflation, the Governor said,
“The real problem is infla-
tion that s persistent, We

simption. Lastly, he also
called. for more' coverage of

- dataon avarlety of non-bank.

institutions and -extent - of
hedging by corporates.
Reiterating his stand on

related to GDP misses out a

have - been - emphasising
again-and again In order to

break the back of inflation,

we  got  to  break  this
persistence”
. 'He ‘sald the RBI 15 also
working on coming up with
aproducer price Index soon.
“We still don't have a prop-
er producer price index, It is
extremely important to un-
derstand the differences be-
tween retail and wholgsale
prices. Those are: things to
worry about, We are trying to

- get this data and hope to re:

celve it relatively soon," Ra-
fan said,

Accepting ‘moted econo-
mist Surfit Bhalla's view that
monetary policy is not hav-
Ing an impact on inflaton,
Rajan said in the last few
years, food inflatlon has
been the most significant as-
pect of inflation and - that
there may be a link berween
MSP and inflation,

He sald once inflation is
contatned, the RBIwill be'in
4 much more comfortahle
position,

ad Pl
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Modfs Clean India II]lSSlOIl isa

page out of Parrikar’s book

INDHO-ASHAN NEWS SERVICE

panajl Septermber2s o ) %
By choosing, October 2, the
birth anniversary of Mahat-
ma Gandhi, fo start  his
Swachh Bharat {Clean India)
mission, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi may have taken a
feaf from pmymllegue and
Goa Chiel Minister
Parrikar's book.

The idea to use the broom

to gund effect ‘'on: Gandhi
1 was first mooted Hﬂ
ar 12 yéars ago. The 58
ycenmId technocras, during

his first stint as the first BJP -

Chief Minister of Goa, had an-
nounced a slew 011' isions,
me con ;wl:ul:h in-
}D dﬂ@n&ggﬂ  of Gand-
hi]ay&ntﬁm agovernment ho-
liday and making
. government  servants  use
brooms to clean their offices
on the day for two hours,
“Gandht believed In work
and I want to begin the work
culture on his birthday," Parri-
‘ear had said during his media

~that he would himself use the

iﬂteramdn alter hf ‘an- | mack slogan: "Pehle saucha
" nounced his innovative plan laya' phir ‘devalaya" (toilet
in November 2001, first, temple later).

This is not to dissimilar ta
Maodi's '+ Swachh  Bharal an-
nouncement in his Independ.
ence Day address on August

Media reports also suggest
Seth has instructed all central

L : i oy teipate dn Modi's cleanliness
Modi, in his speech i Ban-  drive on Gandhi |ayanthi.
galore earlier this weel; said ' Gandhiwas himself a stickler

fiar cleanliness. ;

“In 2000, it was acircular by
 then state chief secretary Ba-
leshwar Rai which dropped
October 2 from the list of noti-
. fied official holidays and in-

sigad  reclassified Gandhi

‘broom Gn  October 2 and
asked Indians to spare fw
hours every week to the sanl
 tatien drive to make Indli a
clean nation.
. Modi had during his ﬂla"a-
tlon campaign also spoken
about the' importance of Day”
cleanliness, and backed the The circular also made it
construction of toilets all . mandatory for'all State Gow-
across India, coining a trade-  ernment personnel to attend
office and dedicate two hours
. between10am and 12 noon to

The'idea t'u. use the

* broom to good effect on ises In' sync with Gandhian

w Wmlwﬂnt principles. The circular also

- mooted by Parrikar 12 dropped Goa Statehood Day

_years ago, 5 “(May 30} from the list of State
i ©Governmentholidays.

that Cabinet Secretar_',r Ajit

government officials to par- |

fayantl a5 a "L‘.‘.Iean Offices'

cleaning up their office prem- |

'-u:lunm.-.pumunuiﬁjster .
' smiiti Irani swieeps the ground
-~ ofa Delhi school Mﬁl‘tgm
_ '-swathhnhmtmisslun m
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Govt has to go beyond rhetoric to attract 1nvestments

Lahﬂur law flexibility, land acquisition,
stable policy key to policy's success

OUR B-I.IREAU
Hew DEIhI Sem:emtlet 15

While strong words make good
speeches, the BP-led Govern-
ment has togo beyond rhetoric
and focus on real Issues such as
a stable policy regime, fexible
lahour laws, less paper-work, a
pragmatic . land  acquisition
policy and lower corruption Lo
make the country an atiractive
destination for investors.

During its 10-year reign, the
UPA Government failed to lure
foreign investors In a big way
as it did not succeed in most of
the above mentioned areas, al-
though it did try to come up
with attractive policies from
Lime to time,

The 5EZ quagmire

The Special Fconomic Zones
(3EZ), which delivered results
for some time, stopped attrace-
ing investments as soon as the
UPA Government decided to

tinker . with. the e_stal:-lﬁfm'd

policy by introducing Mini-

mum Alternate Tax (MAT) and
Dividend Distribution  Tax
(DDT).

Investors, who had already

invested in the zones, felr that
it was a breach of trust as they

had already put in their mon-
¢y based on calculations made
with a tax-free reginie in mind,

The UPA was also not suc-
cessful in introducing labour
law flexibilities in the zones as
it could not take the States on
board.

During its second stint, the
UPA's Commeérce & Industry
Minister Anand Sharma decid-
ed o ignore 5675 and instead
focussed his attention on New
Manufacturing  and . Tnvest-
ment Zones (NMIZs) which
failed to take-off.

With the B Government
now planning smart cities and
investment zones, it has to en-

Prime Minister Marendra Modi Iaunchmgthe Make In India Logo with (from left) Minister for MSME Kalraj
Mishra; Commerce Minister Nirmala Sitharaman: and Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad. Kavacsarans

sure that it carries our its ne-
Botiations with the Labour
Ministry and the State Govern-
ments judiciously. The Govern-

ment has to see that the legiti-
mate demands of the industry
to bring about changes in la-
bour-laws in tune with the de-

mands of the present tmes
are met.

Moreover, the incentives it
gives to investors have to be

- continued over a given period
of tme: Fast decision on a

land acquisition policy is ilsu:-
imperative as availability of

_ land is one of the hig’gﬂ;t con-

cern: for investors,

A balanced  policy- I:hﬂt
would ensure that land own-
ers get a good deal, while in-
dustry, o, gets land wherever
available without much hassle
will be a challenge for the RJP.

Crack down on corruption
There has to be a cackdown
on corruption as well that has
seeped into'all layers of the es-
tablishment. It is well known
that in the previous regime;, a
big telecom company almost
withdrew from a 5EZ in Tamil
Nadu'“as a Minister  delayed
clearing its proposal because
the company refused to grant
him a favour.

Prime  Minister Narendra
Modi has to ensure that cor-
ruption at the top most level,
at least, has to stop, if the
country is to be taken serious-
by by foreign investors.

N
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Diesel to Get Cheaper by 32/L

Centre hopes to gain in
upcoming Haryana &

Maharashtra elections
by slashing fuel prices

Rajeev.Jayaswal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After deferring gas
pricehikeahead of Assembly elec
tions, the government plans a hig
ccutin diegel prices while state ofl
firms are preparing toslash petrol
rates, amove that can brighten the
BJF's prospects in Maharashira
and Haryans.

Diesel prices mayfall about #2per
Hire next week, the first rate cut
foar the fuel since January 2008,

Petrol is likely to fall about &0
paise unless there ls a sharp
change In international prices or
the exchange rate In the next five
tosindays, government and indus
try sources sald. International

 diesel rates, the benchmark for

pump prices, have fallen this
month, while Brent crude oil
Blipped toa 14 months low of §96.7
per barrelon Thursday as the mar-
ket is oversupplied.

International prices tell at the

time when domestic price catight
up with the landed price of import-
eddissel becauso of
_— theregular S0paise
The two per-month hike in
poll-bound its rate since Janu-
states have ary last year,
millions of Domestle diesel
plpednatural  priceis now about
gas{PNG)and 72 per litre more.
compressed than the assumed
natural gas market price,
{CNG) Last weel, the ol
consumers minis had an-

nounced that Iocal
rates were about 40 paise per litke
higher, *The government plans to

iake a view on redueing its price

after the routine price review,
which is scheduled at the end of
this month,” one source said. The
government had decided in Jano:
ary last yoar to raise dlesel prices

insmall monthly doses until pump
prices were aligned with market
rates and then deregulate its pric-
ing. Political leaders safd the rul:
ing party hopes to gain from the
price trends. “The net impact of
petrol and diesel price culs will be
in favour of BJIE, which ia expect-

ing to win Maharashtra and Ha-

rvana because of Modi wave and
antl-Ineumbency factor,” a BJP
BOUrTe s4id,

According to a report by PTL, of]
minister Dharmendra Pradhan
saidthe government deferredrais-
inggas price because of Assembly
elections. Tt was done due toelec-
tions,” Pradhan told PTI, but did
not say if it was becanse the Blec.
tion Commission had earlier
blocked amove to raise prices dur-
ing general elections.

The two poll-bound states have
millions of piped natural gas
(PFNG) and compressed natural
gas (CNG) consumers. A one dol-
lar per unit increase in gas price
wonld raise CNG rate by 2281 per
kg and PNG rate by 71,80 per stan-
dard cubie meters in New Delhi,
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PM Gives Glimpse of His Focus at UN

Madi says he will call for stronger global commitment and more concerted multilateral action

Modi Mantra For The UNGA

~ DipanjanRoy.Chaudhury
Efimesgroup.com

New Delhl: Time bound reform
of UN Seculvity Council, reform-
inginternational financialinsti-
tutions, development agenda for
third world countries and strong
coalition to fight plobal terror

will top the apends of Narendra |

Modi's maiden speech ag India’s
PM at UN General Assembly in
New York on Hoptember 27,

Modi, who will deliver his

speech in Hindi, will utilise this
apportunity tooutline hisglobal

vision, sources said. This is his

maiden ﬁ:-ra:.ratglﬁhalmge. the
first being BRICS Summlt at
Brazll inJuly
The PM gave a glimpse of his
focus gt LN in hiz statement on
Thursday before departing for
Mew York via Germany. *T will
call for & stronger global com-
mitment and more concerfed
multilateral action in meating
these challenges. 1 will urgs
early adoptlon of the Post-2015
Development Agenda with fo-
cus om growth,  development
and elimination of poverts, Az
we head towards the T0th Ses-
siomof the TNGA tn 2015, Twill
also stress the urgency of early
reforms in_the United Mations,

hile push

“Iwill urge early

adoptionof the
Post-2015
Development

Agendawith focus

on growth,

development and

elimination of

poverty...l will also
siress the urgency
of early reforms in
.ﬁ‘he United Mations"

;-

to engure (hat it remains rele-
vant and effectlve in dealing
with the ¢ha1]enges of the 21st
Centry” sald Modi in his
statement.

While UN reforms anﬂ partic:
ularly refn:rma of the Security
Council has topped interna-
tlonal agenda of several prime
miniate uverth&paﬁttwodecv
ades, the BJP-led MDA govern-
ment is planning to make defl-
} eTiry  as
permanent member of the TN
Security Council (UNSC) with

Ssupport from friendly coun-
iries, sources hinted. Besides

the G-4 grouping — India, Bra-
zil, Germany and Japan (all as-
pirants for expanded UNSC) —
wotld work towards a road map
tor reforms, offlcials further
indicated,

Besides, global economic and
‘healeh challenges will also be
his foecus At the malden outing
IntheGeneral Assembly,

“The &0th session of the UN
Gen'ernlAasermhlyis'nweﬂ:wat

‘# moment of many pressing

Lha]]mwst‘ﬂrthamtarnatimal
community — a still fragile

global economy, turbulence and

tension in many parts of (he
world, growth and spread of ter-

rorism, the Ebola health crisis

“The New York leg of
my visit will also cover
impartant elements of
our bilateral relations

{ withthe US. | look
forward to meeting

| business leaders to

I invite them to
participate more
actively in India'’s
economic growth &
transformation”

‘InAfrica, climate qhan,ge and

the endemic global challenpe of

poveriy” the PM alse outlined
in his departure statement,
Sources point out with Indla
not only flghting terror in the
South Aslan region but also in

Wiest Asia, the PM is expectod to

harp oh an effective coalition to
counter radieal forees and fi-

‘nancingof terror

With BRICS Bank all setto be-
come a reality, Modl would also
toaeh upon the

sl necessity forre-
SoUrces forms of IMEF

radicalforces
and financing

of terror
and  Bangla-
desh and Mepal PMs besides

President of 5ri Lanlka, on the:

margins of the UNGA betwedn
September 25-28,

Focusing on economic engage.

mentsof hismaldentriptoT7SA
as PM, Modi said, “The New
Yorklegaf my visitwillalzocov-
er important elements of ourbi-
lateral relations with the Unit-

Ban EKEi Moon

"l see the US as a vital
partner for our national
development, drawing
especiallyontherich

| possibilities of partner-

shipin education, skills,
research, technology &
innovation...l am
confident that the visit
willmark the start of a
new chapterin our
strategic partnership”

ed States. 1 look forward to
meeting husiness leaders to in-
vite them to participate more
actively in India's economic
prowth and  transformation.
Thisisthe message that Iwillal-
so convey to the US business
community in Washington bC.”
He also said that he keenly
awalts the npportunitj.r [e1 meet
the Indian American Gommuni-
tyal the Madizon Square Garden
inNew York on September26.
Modi travels to Washington on -
Se,ptemh&r 29 for the most im-
portant leg of his visit for his
ing with Pre.sldent
: day

gy
tIon and, abnve all, & s!mm:l
commitment 1o human values.
Working together, and with oth:
ers, we can bridge the many divi.
slonsof our times and contrib-
ute to building a more peacefil,
statile, sective, sustainable and
prosperous world... T am confi-
dent that the visit will mark the
start of a new chapter In our
atmtegix: ‘partnership,” noted
the P ahead of hisdeparture.
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119 warships built, naval design |
celebrates golden jubilee

AJAL SHUKLA
Meww Delhi, 25 Seplember

A day after the Indian Space
Eesearch Organisation (ISRQ)
highlighted Tndia's scientific
capability by placing the space-
ship, Mangalyaan, in orbit
around Mars, another mille-
stone inindigenous deslgnwas
celebrated in New Delhi on

September 25 The 50th __.

annjversary of the Directorate
of Waval Deslgn (DND).

Even as the air force and
army mpor the bulk of their
equipment requirements, the
DWD has spearheaded the
navy's striking success in
“roaking in India® Over the last
half century, it has produced
19 separate designs — from
small coastal vessels in the
1960s; through increasingly
sophisticated frigates and
destrovers, to India’s flrst
indigenous aircraft carrier, INS
Vikrant, which Cochin
Shipyard is currenthy building,

“Over the years our naval
ship designers have designed,
and our shipyards have ¢on-
structed, 119 warships,” said
mavy chief, Admiral Robin
Dhoagan, while felicitating the
DD on Thursday,

Interestingly. India was
building world-class warships
two centures ago. In 1817,
Mumbai Docks (today the
Haval Dockyard) built HMS
iHer  Majesty’s Ship)
Trincomalee, the oldest war-
ship afloat, which Is currently
herthed In Hartlepool, UK.
Mumbai Docks also built HMS
Minden, on which Francis
Sgott Kev compoesed America's
national anthem, The Star
Spaneled Banner, in Baltimore,
Also built in Mumbai was the
HMS Cornwallis, on which
China signed the Treaty of
Wanking, ceding Hong Eong to
the British in 1842,

After Independence, when
the navy took the far-reaching

A file picture of INS Kolkata after Its commissioning ceremony at the naval base In Mumbal
in August this vear

srategle decision to- build,
rather than buy, its warships, &
Corps of Naval Constructors
wias set up in 1956, In 1964, this
evolved into the Central Desipm
Office, the forerunner of today's
Directorate of Naval Design.

Tellingly, neither the army
not the air force have their own
design agency —and they have
achisved littie success In indi-
genisation. Analysts are unan-
imous that the TINTI, with its
present corps of 350 uniformed
warship designers, has heen
Instrumental in the navy’sstc-
pessful indigenisation.

Its first major success came
in the late 19708, when it
designed the Godavari-class
frigate, For a decade before that,
the DM had cut its teeth onthe
British-designed Leander-class
frigates, which were being boilc
I India. The last two Leanders
fearured modifications by the
DD, especially to their heli-
copterdeck;

Even so, experts were taken
aback by INS Godavar, & heav-
ily armed frigate thatweighed
1,000 tonnes more than the

Leanders, the 3600-tonne

Godavari could actually sail

faster than the highhy regarded
British warship. i

On 3rd April 1989, the cover

of Time magazine featured INS
Godavari, with a cover story
entitled, *Superpower India."
Buoved by the Godavari,
the DND began developing the
ambitious 6,200-tonne Delhi~
clags gulded missile destrover
in the late 1980z, The three
warships of this class — INS
Drethi, Mumbai and Mysore —
are acknowledged as excep-
tionally handsome warships.
Their sturdy design and sea-
keeping ability was also
acknowledged when INS Delli
spent two davs in cyclone in
the South China Sea, en foute
to China. Following that came
the 6,200-tonne Shivaiik class
mittlti-role frigates, which saw
increasing levels of indigeni-
aation,
“T'have had the privilege of
serving on each of these class-
es of ships... Asa user Tcan
vouch [(for the fact) that these
are some very flne ships, very

potent ships, T would like to
salute the professionalism of .
our naval designers”, declared
Adrmiral Dhowan,

The DNDE golden fubilee
yeir hasseen the commission-

‘ing of three DND-designed

warships — the new guided
missile destroyer, INS Kolkata;
the first anti-submarine
corvette, NS Kamorta; and an
offshore patral vessel, INS
Sumitra. Another 41 indige-
nously designed warships arc
currentlybeing built in Indian
shipyards.

While auding the DND, the
navy chief pointed out that
more should be done to indi- |
genise weapons and sensors |
~— the so-called "flght capabil- |
iey™ of a warship, Indiahad
indigenlsed 90 per cent of s
warships® "float capability”, or
Its hull structure; and 60 per
cent of their “move capabili-
ty", or engines, transmission
and propellers. Only INS
Kamorta had to fitted a range
of indigenous senscrs and |
WEADONS to emerge 90 per |
cent indigenous, i
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he Mational Green Tribunal

on Thursday put the ball of
Western Ghats in the court of
the Ministry of Environment
and Forests (MoFEF), saving
that it should expeditiously
decide on the issue of exclusion
or inclusion of Ecologically
Sensitive Areas (ESAs) in
Western Ghats region.

The bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Swatanter
Kumar in its 15-page-judge-
ment sald it will be in the inter-
est of all the stakeholders,
Including MoEF, that the mat-
ters are not further complicat-
ed and no fresh Environmental
Clearance or permissions are
issued by the MoEF till it issues
{the final notification.

It also held that the
direction issued under Section’
5. of Ithe 'Environient
{Protection) Act, 1986 on
Novernber 13, 2013 for provid-
ing immediate protection to the

Western Ghats and miaintain jts ©

- environmental integrity would
applzlasmtedjn affidavit,

n view of the affidavit-

filed by the Secretary, MoEF, we
care of the considered view that
there is no occasion for the
Tribunal to keep this main

and other applications Pﬁndlcb:ﬁ
any longer. MoEF is expe

to discharge and perform its
statutory obligations expedi-
tiously and in accordance with
law,” i1 said.

The bench, however, said it
will be apen to the MoETF to
declare the ESAs, State-wise or
collectively, for the entire

Western Chats,

O are of the considered
view that it ‘is not for this
Tribunal to pass any anticipat-
ed orders or to provide any lim-
itations in the exercise of statu-
tary power vested in the
Ministry in terms of the Act of
1986, Tt is for the Ministry to
take all the initiatives in rela-
tion to defining the eco- sen-
sitlve areas in the Western
Ghats region and take it to its
logical end by issuing final noti-
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NGT wants quick decision
on ESAs in Western Ghats

Terming the
Western Ghats
as “hotspots of

biodiversity”,
the petition had
stated that the
region is home

to the inrlguﬂ

populations

of the Asian
elephant

besides tiger

fication,” the bench saic,

With this, the tribunal dis-
posed of the plea filed by two
NGOs —thoa Foundation and
Peaceful Society that had filed
petition before the Tribunal
seeking that authorities be
restrained from granting nod to
new projects in'the Western
Ghats region.

Terming the Western
Ghats as “hotspots of biodi-
versity”, the petition had stat-
ed that the region is home to
the largest global populations
of the Asian elephant besides
tiger. {
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India, chma to end Chumar stand-off

PHS I NEW DELHI

ndia and China on Thursday
agreed to end the stand-off
on the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Chumar, Ladakh by
deciding to maintain the situ-
ation which prevailed there
prior to September 10,
Starting Friday, the twd
sides will disengage in a phased
manner over the next four
days. The breakthrough came
at a flag meeting in Spanggur,
Ladakh on Thursday%cwt:tﬁ
Brigadicr-level officers of the
two Armies — the sixth one
after the earlier meetings failed
to resolve the issue.
The two armies came face
to face on September 11-12
when the Indian troops
stopped the Chinese from con-
5tructig§3 road in Indias ter-
ritory. China, however, claimed
that the road was in ils lerrito-
ry and also protested against

48

GO

construction of some observa-
tion huts of the Indian Army
and Indo-Tibetan Border
Police(ITBP) in Chumar.

o At the flag meeting, while
India assured that it will not
build more observation posts
and shelter for troops, China

said it will stop construction of

the road at the point where the
Indians intervened on
September 12 leading to eycball
to eyveball confrontation, It had

taken place at Tibley, known as
30[ in Army D;f:farlan-.:, result-
ing in a face-off between more
than 1,000 Chinese and 1,504
Indian troops in an arc of
three km in Chumar sector

With tension mounting on
the LAC, diplomatic channels
of hoth sides were activated and
the latest flag meeting came
about alter clearance from the
Tndian political Ieadership,
spurces said here,

Chinese Ambassador to
India Le Yucheng had also
met senior officials in the
External Affairs Ministry here
on Wednesday. Te later said, “It
is the task of us, diplomats, to
find a way to help stabilise the
situation” More than 100
Chinese troops had withdrawn

from Tibley on Tuesday but the.

Indian Army and TTBE, how-

ever, did not reciprocate pre-
ferring to adopt a wait and
watch policy. They were forced
to do so since Ihe Chinese had
teturned after a sitilar partial
withdrawal a weelt back. As a
tesult, India also had to rush
maore troops there,

As for disengagement,
sources said the two countries
were now working out the
madalities and the Chinese
will start retreating to their side
across the LAC, Thete was no

guestion of the Indians doing |
50 as they are in their own ter-

ritory. Besides Chumar, there is

:{w face-off going on for
the last 15 days in Demchok
involving civilians of both the
countries on a grazing ground,
The Chinese are protesting
against the construction of a
canal there, Meanwhile, Navy
Chief Admiral Robin Dhowan
sald here that the Navy was
continnously monitoring the
activity of the Chinese Navy in
the Indian Ocean Region
(TOR).

“Chinese warships are
deployed in the Indian Ocean
Re ion and we are contini-

ously monitoring them. Along

with it, our aircraft, submarines
and warships are a]wa}r&
deployed to face

LOR is our area ﬂfywemﬂuns
and we see what is thmth s
deployment in TOR and how it
can create challenges for us and
how we can face them.... We are
always ready)’ he told reporters,
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Delhi govt offices to
remain open on Oct 2

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE
Mew Delhi, 25 September

Delhi government offices will
remain open on the birth
anniversary of 'Father ol
Wation' on 2 October. Despite
October 2 being a Gazetted
Huoliday, officials at the Delhi
Government will be present in
their offices and clean up their
departments and surround-
ings, : v

This will be for the first time
that the offices of Delhi gov-
ernmernt will be functional on
2 ODctober, the day Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will
launeh Mission Swacch Bharat'
(clean India) across India on
_ thebirth anniversary of Mahat-
ma Gandhi, i

All the Government depart-
ment officials have been
instructed to be present onthis
day to take part in “Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan” National
Sanitation Mission to be
launched by the Prime Ministen
Acircular to this effect hasbeen
sent to the city administration
from the Centre,

Principal Secretaries, Sec-
retaries andheads of all depart-
ments will administer apledge
of cleanliness to their staff
members in their offices at &
am, Officers will conduct
inspections and supervise
cleanliness drives in their
office premises.

These instructions were

issued by Delhi Chief Secre.
tary DM Spolia in the high Ievel
meeting of HoDs convened
by him at Delhi Secretariat
today 7

Spolia asked all the secre-
taries to calemdarise the events
taking place from 2 October to
23 October with regard to
cleanliness campaign in a tab-
ulated form and to submit it
to Secretary (Urban Develop-
ment) who will further submit
the calendar of events to the
Ministry of Urban Develop-
ment.

Apart from that the Chief
Secretary asked the officers to
nominate nodal officers in
their respective departments
whowill submit reports daily
to them.

Thenames of nodal officers
and the officers responsible for
carrving out the cleanliness
drive should be specificd.

Spoliawill also writetothe
MLAs of Delhi to carry out the
cleanliness drive in their
respactive areas involving peo-
ple from cross sections of the
society, RWaAs, NGOs for mak-
ingthe campaign a grand suc-
CEES,

The eleanliness drive will
include offices, hospitals, dis-
pensaries, homes such as chil-
dren homes, beggar homes,
ISBTs, APMC mandis, gov-
ernment buildings such as
school buildings, their premis-
es, dhalaos, toilet blocks,
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Govt kicks off drive
against hoarders

20 teams to rein in hoarding in festival season

‘TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25
Ahead of the festival sea-
son, the Delhi government
has launched a special drive
against hoarders to control
the price of essential com-
modities,

According to the Depart-
ment of Food Supplies and
Consumer Affairs, there is
an upward trend in the
prices of esseniial com-
micdities during every festi-
val season,

"In the festival seagon, we
are ensuring that unscrupu-
lous elements do not take
advantage of the zituation
for unlawful gains, We have
constituted 20 teams to con-
duet raids to check hoard-
ing and blackmarketing of
egzential | commodities,”
Food Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs Commission-
er Sajjan Singh Yadav said.

He said each team will be
headed by a young officer
and other members of the
team  will ineclude legal
metrology  officers = and

86 These teams will be on
the move throughout the
day and inspect various
wholesalers and retail
establishments and
check whether there is
hoarding of essential
commoedities and will
take strict action against
the violators®®

Food Supplies Commizsiones

inspectors of ihe depart-

ment,

The department has also
directed 70 food and sup-
plies officers who are post-
ed in different parts of the
city 10 keep a watch on
prices of essential com-
modities and their stocking.

"These 20 eams will be on
the move throughout the
day and inspect various
wholesalers  and © retail
establishments and check
whether there is hoarding
of essential commodities
and will take striet action
against the wviolators. The
teams will also inspect vari-

oug trade premises to check
malpractices and cheating
of | consumers,"  Yadaw
added.

The Commissioner said
that emphasis will be on the
hoarding of essenlial com-

+ modities, compliance of the

Packaged — Commodities
Rules, 2011 and use of certi-
fied weights & measures as
presoribed under the Legal
Metrology Act, 2004,

"The government has pre-
geribed gtocle limit for vari-
ous esszential commodities
like rice, pulses, edible oils,
seeds, ete under the Essen-
tial Commodities Act, 1955,
Any hoarding of these com-
modifies. beyond . the pre-
seribed limit is lable to prozs-
ecution and on conviction,
the hoarder may be impris-
oned up to 6 vears," he said.

People must ensure while
buying commaodities that the
welghing scales, dispenser
machines and other measur-
inginstruments ave certified
and the certificate is promi-
nently displayed on the busi-
ness premises, he added,
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